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As the Temperatures heated up, activity at the Temple did too.  The fund raising com-

mittee organized and sponsored 2 activities this summer.  In June we had the Winery 

event at Banner Elk Winery, and that was followed up by the Gala Dinner Dance honor-

ing Bonnie and Jamie Schaefer for paying off the Temple’s mortgage. The Schaefer’s gen-

erosity has made it possible to have low Temple dues all these years. Even though we 

don’t have a mortgage to pay going forward, the Temple still has maintenance bills, sala-

ries and utilities to pay.  

In July, Jamie Schaefer and Judy Adler had a beautiful B’nai Mitzvah which was attend-

ed by many people.  Jamie requested that she did not want any gifts, but asked that do-

nations be sent either to her Temple in Florida, or to TOHC for the Rabbi fund.  Her gen-

erosity has helped us tremendously. 

Our community suffered an enormous tragedy in July when Lauren Ava Jaquays, 

daughter of Sherry and Rusty Jaquays and Jamie Schaefer's niece died in a tragic car 

accident. The community came together and there was standing room only at the Tem-

ple for the funeral service.  Both Rabbi Dan Levine from Boca Raton and Rabbi Stephen 

Roberts officiated and were both able to assist in the preparation and support the griev-

ing family and friends. 

In August we had a Memorial Service for Ruth Etkin which was extremely moving and 

attended by over 100 people.  Ruth and Stan Etkin were pillars of our history and they 

are both sorely missed. 

The Center for Judaic, Holocaust, and Peace Studies along with The Temple of the High 

Country will be sponsoring the following event:  Holocaust survivor Susan Cernyak-

Spatz will give a talk titled “Perpetrators Through the Eyes of the Victims” on Thursday 

evening, Sept. 17, at Appalachian State University. Her presentation will begin at 7 p.m. 

in Belk Library 114. The talk is free of charge and open to the public 

Our mission is to be a spiritual, educational, 

and social home for our Jewish community 

and to enhance the lives of our congregants 

and community at large. As we embrace our 

Jewish traditions, we are able to support one 

another through times of sadness and joy as 

well as further the Jewish vision of worldwide 

justice and peace. 
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President’s Message Cont…... 

Sisterhood News…. 
 
By Rosemary Horowitz, sisterhood co-president 

What is sisterhood?  The Temple of the High County sisterhood is the group of women who work together to 
advance the goals of the Boone Jewish community. The sisterhood is a vibrant and active group of women 
with varied backgrounds, ages, and interests, reflecting the diversity of our community. It is the collective 
presence, voice, and strength of women within our congregation.  
 
We are currently planning an exciting array of programs for the upcoming year and hope you will join us. Our 
first will be the Shabbath Shuvah service on September 18th at 7pm. Shabbath Shuvah is the Sabbath between 
Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur, and members of the sisterhood will lead the service that night.  
 
The next will be a joint one between the sisterhood and the brotherhood.  That program, scheduled for Septem-
ber 20 at 11:00 am, will feature Lillian Goudas from Appalachian State University who will discuss the subject 
of monuments, degenerate art, and Nazi loot. Degenerate art was a term adopted by the Nazis to describe virtu-
ally all modern art. Such art was banned on the grounds that it was un-German, Jewish, or Communist.  
 
On October 11 at 1:00 pm, we will meet Dr. Thomas Kaplan, the new director of the Center for Judaic, Holo-
caust and Peace Studies at Appalachian. He will introduce himself and discuss his ideas for the center. On No-
vember 15 at 1:00 pm, we will have a wellness lesson, which will focus on public health, the flu season, and 
whooping cough.  A Tai Chi lesson/demonstration is a possibility as well. Then, on December 6 at 1:00 pm, 
we will celebrate Chanukah with a “Dirty Dreidel” gift exchange.  
 
 If you are a member, you can look forward to this lineup of great events and more. If you are not a member, 
check out any of our events and see what we are all about.  Questions? Please contact me at:                        
tohcsisterhood@gmail.com 
 

  

 There will be a joint Brotherhood and Sisterhood Meeting September 20th @ 

11:00.  Professor Lillian Goudas from the art department at ASU will talk on the topic, 

‘Monuments, Degenerate Art, & Nazi Loot’.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Board of Directors: 

President – Skip Rackmill 
Vice President – Marla Gentile 

Treasurer – Marilyn Kyle 
Recording Secretary-Sandy Testani 
 
 

 
 
 

Temple Board Members: 

Ira Abrams 
Nancy Dennett 

Sandy Drobner 
Rosemary Horowitz 
Bonnie Marmor 

Sherry Marder 
Carol-Ann Mitchell 
Robbie Ruggles 

Carol Gross-Honorary Board Member 

 The High Holidays are around the corner and hopefully everybody has received 

their membership cards and the schedule of services.  Our services will be conducted 

by our own Rabbi Roberts, and the choir led by Arlene Solomon. 

 Elaine and I wish everybody in our Temple Community a Happy and Healthy 

New Year. 

mailto:tohcsisterhood@gmail.com


High Holiday Food Drive 

It has been the tradition of the TOHC to help support the High Country Hunger Coalition during the High 

Holidays.   

 

Donations of non-perishable food items can be brought to any of the services and left in our lobby area to 

be delivered by volunteers.  Large paper shopping bags will be available for you to take and return filled 

with food for the needy of our community.  In addition, checks for the Hunger Coalition can be given to 

any Board Member or usher.  

 As we approach the coming High Holidays of 5776, a question that is being asked around the coun-
try is: “Rabbi, are you going to speak on the Iran Deal?” 
  
Prior to answering the question, let me provide the framework I use when choosing topics to speak 
about on the High Holidays.  I ask myself various questions including: 
  

·      Will this topic help the listeners live their lives in a Jewish manner in the coming year? 
·      Is the subject relevant to Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur? 
·      Is the topic one that if I do not speak on, the listeners will not think/hear about about in the 

coming days, weeks and months? 
  
Last year my high holiday topics included: Hunger in America and Participating in the TOHC Yom 
Kippur Food Drive; Saving Lives (Pikuah Nefesh) and Domestic Violence; God and Gender from a 
Jewish Perspective (“God is Trans Gender”); and Understanding God Within the Jewish Spectrum of 
Beliefs. 
  
The above topics were all focused on helping someone live a Jewish life, using the key themes from 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, and which there was a small likelihood that they would hear the 
topic spoken about in the larger world. 
  
My topics for the coming High Holidays of 5776 will be similar in focus.   Thus, I will not be speak-
ing on the Iran deal.  The reason – I know that this is a topic, which is continually both in the general 
media and also the Jewish media.  I understand that most of us have already made a decision on 
where we stand on the topic. Anything I say will most likely be repetitive from sources already out 
there. 
  
My prayer, though, regarding this topic is that we in the Jewish community not splinter apart on the 
topic. People of deep Jewish faith and beliefs can and have come to different outcomes on where to 
stand on the topic.  As we approach the New Year 5776, may we see ourselves as one Jewish com-
munity; may we respect those who have a different opinion on the subject; and may we speak al-
ways with love and as if we were speaking to God as we speak to others on this subject. 
  
Shanah tovah – A new year of health and happiness. 

Rosh Hashanah Greetings 2015 —— Rabbi Stephen Roberts 



High Holidays Parking Information…… 
 
Most parking in the temple lot will be reserved for the handicapped.   We will have 
signs to guide you to overflow parking.  If you are new to this area, please scout 
parking locations in advance. L'shana Tova. 

 
Overflow Parking Information:  
 

Overflow lots are within easy walking distance of the temple, but there will also be 
shuttles available. 

 
Erev Rosh Hashana, Sunday September 13.   Lois E Harrill Senior Center.  Shuttle 
available from 7 PM. 

 
Rosh Hashana morning, Monday September 14. Rear lot of Agricultural Conference 

Center, 252 Poplar Grove Road.  Please don't park on the King Street side of the 
building. Shuttle from 9 AM. 
 

Erev Yom Kippur, Tuesday, September 22.  Harrill Senior Center.  Shuttle from 7 
PM. 

 
Yom Kippur day.  Wednesday September 23.    Rear lot of Agricultural Conference 
Center.  Shuttle from 9 AM. 

 
If you follow the instructions above, you should not be ticketed.  Questions, prob-
lems, comments.    Contact Eleanor Lieberman beginning September 11 before or 

after the holidays.  828 964 5868. 

Now Available…. 

The Temple has 2 cemetery plots available in the Jewish section of Mount Lawn     

Cemetery in Boone, NC.  They are for sale for $1000 each (which is below market     

value).  If you are interested in purchasing one of these beautiful plats, please call the 

Temple office at 828.266.9777. 

Notes on a Texas Jewish Boyhood 

TOHC Member Leon Ginsberg has recently published  an Amazon Kindle E-Book entitled, 

“Notes on a  Texas Jewish Boyhood”.  A memoir about growing up Jewish in Texas.  Leon 

Ginsberg was born in San Antonio in 1936.  

tel:828%20964%205868


Upcoming Events 

High Holiday Service Schedule 

The Center for Judaic, Holocaust, and Peace Studies along with The Temple of the High Country will be 

sponsoring the following event:  Holocaust survivor Susan Cernyak-Spatz will give a talk titled “Perpetrators 

Through the Eyes of the Victims” on Thursday evening, Sept. 17, at Appalachian State University. Her 

presentation will begin at 7 p.m. in Belk Library 114. The talk is free of charge and open to the public  

 

There will be a joint Sisterhood & Brotherhood meeting on Sunday, September 20th at 11am at the Temple.  

The speaker, Professor Lillian Goudas, will discuss ‘Monuments, Degenerate Art, & Nazi Loot’. 

Schedule of Services 

Erev Rosh Hashanah  Sunday, 9/13              7:30 pm 

Rosh Hashanah   Monday, 9/14  9:30 am 

Shabbat Shuva   Friday, 9/18  7:00 pm 

Kol Nidre/Yom Kippur   Tuesday, 9/22  7:30 pm 

Yom Kippur             Wednesday, 9/23          9:30 am 

 

Tashlich ceremony will follow immediately follow Rosh Hashanah Morning Service.   

 

A Talmud/Torah discussion will follow shortly after the 9:30am Yom Kippur Shacharit 

service.  Mincha will begin at 3pm, and the Yiskor/N’eelah service will begin at 5pm.  

The traditional Community Break-the-Fast will follow. 

 

The Temple of the High Country will provide the traditional apples and honey, symbolic 

for our hopes for a “sweet and fruitful” year ahead.  

 

 

 

CELEBRATING SUKKOT 

SUKKOT will be observed on Erev Sukkot, Sunday, September 27th at 6pm.  We will 

meet in the Sukkah for prayers and a short ceremony.  Afterwards, we will eat dinner 

together in or near the Sukkah.  PLEASE bring your own picnic dinner and a dessert to 

share.  

 



  

Recent Donors to the Ruth & Stan Etkin Memorial Education Fund:   

Anny Lerman, Marilyn Kyle, Leigh Girard, & Carol Gross  

Donations Made to Honor Someone: 

 Carol Gross donated in honor of Robert Drobner’s 90
th
 Birthday. 

 
 Donations Made in Memory of Someone:  

 Florence & Larry Haft, Adriene Haft, Goldie & Robert Nabatoff, Robert & Thalia Klein, donated in 
memory of Mrs. Renee Miller. 

 Sue & Steve Chase, Edith Pieser, Joel & Paula Levy, Connie Ginsberg, donated in memory of    
Lauren Ava Jaquays. 

 Miriam & Marshall Major donated in memory of Howard Rukheyser, in memory of Linda Lehrman, 
and in memory of Herbie Neuman. 

 Karen Fink donated in memory of Max Stein. 
 Barbara & Joshua Fierer donated in memory of David Gross. 

Sara Adler & Eliot Abbott 

Bernyce Adler 
Barbara & Alan Aronson 

Harvey & Marsha Belson 
Jonathan & Mari Sue Beloff 
Gail & Richard Beiley 

Bob & Fran Berrin 
Stephen & Nancy Beyer 
Sue & Steve Chase 

John & Faye Cooper 
Diane Corr 

Tom & Nancy Dennett 
Bob & Sandy Drobner 
Richard & Colleen Fain  

Louis Feinberg 
Paul Feinsilver & the    

Feinsilver family 
Adrienne Finkel 
Josh Floyd 

Nick & Marla Gentile 
Molle Grad 
Susan & Alfred Glover 

Sonya Greenfield 
Barbara Havenick 

Anna Jaquays 
Rusty & Sherry Jaquays 

Harold Kessler 

Brian & Robin Kettler 
Jeff & Lorrane Kurland 

Marilyn Kyle 
Marcia & Jeff Langley 
Anny Lerman 

Harriet Leve 
Joel & Paula Levy 
Paul & Marcia Levine 

Roberta Lewis-Solar 
Catharina & Thomas Lowell 

Budd & Nanette Mayer 
Emmit McCormick 
Robby Ruggles & William 

McLaren 
John and Sharon McNeely 

Dr. Murray Miller  
Selma & Jeffrey Newman 
Susan & Jeffrey Nullman 

Michael & Lori Novick 
Suze Orman 
Dr. Elicka Peterson 

Edward & Sandra Poliakoff 
Zodie Powers 

Judy Prager 
Adria & Robert Rasken 

Ken & Susan Ratner 

Stephen and Laurie Riemer  
Teddi Robbins 

Gabby Rojchin 
Neil & Nancy Schaffel 
Carol Schaffer 

Dr. Morris Segall 
Ellen & Steven Shapiro 
Anne Slocum 

Sandi Solomon 
James Tate 

Lee & Ena Teichner 
Kay Trainor 
Ron & Laura Umstead 

Al & Chris Petti 
John A Pfeifer 

Edith Pieser 
Steve Price 
Darlene & Steven Wagner 

Dani Weishoff 
Nikki Weishoff 
Marla Schaefer & Steven 

Weishoff 
Steve & Helene Weicholz 

Vicki Miller & Warren Zinn 
 

Thank you to Jamie Schaefer & Judy Adler for directing donations to TOHC!  We 
have received over $18,000 in contributions for the Rabbi’s Fund in Honor of Jamie 

Schaefer & Judy Adler’s B’Not Mitzvah.  The following contributed in their Honor:  


